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F . Reſtraint is a the pres, is malt 


RKeligion, is, that tis neceſſary to ptevent mens 
beiog led into error; and as a | conſequence of that, 


nothing is to be printed that may tempt em to queſti- 
on the Truth of fy Part of Poirit of this Eſtal liſh' 


Religion. ttt 

In order to anſwer this, 1 _ bes Kavets obſerve, 
that nothing is more” certain than that Goc does not 
require of 'MietyTinpoſfibilities,” as #iheanFro/Sbtaitt 
their future Happineſs 3 and conſequentiy all he de- 
fires of them, is to uſe theic rational Faculties after 
the beſt manner they can, for the diſcovet of his 
Will. He therefore that does this, tho er lo 
much miſtaken, is as acceptable to God, 250 1 5; 
Reſpe@er of Perſons, as he that's riot miſtike#s/ ft 


he has done all God requires of him, and the other h 


could do no more. 
To affirm his Miſtakes are Gafal; Wis make Gd 


the Author of Sin, in ſo framitg. bis Uftdefltandmg, | 
that after he had done all he could to avoid Error, 
he neceſſarily fell into it. And if it be the height of 
Ie to condemn one of Sin for obeying wink 


A 2 


be either on a Re11610b8orCrytt? Actount. 
All that can be pleaded for it on the ſcore of 


— 


— m 


r 5 
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(4) ltr 
Commands in impartially examining, it can pe no leſs 
impious to affirm the Opinion unavoidably cauſed 
by ſo doing to be a Sin. EET 

How happy would men be, if, notwithſtanding their 
difference of Opiniog,thep, would allow on all ſides, that 
Impartiality andSincerity were ſuffirient to recommend- 
em to God, and by conſequence to ove another? Go- - 
inga ſtep further than this, juſtifies the ſevereſt Method 
of the Inquiſition : for if Men can be guilty of Impie- 
ty, Blaſphemy, and-ether damnable Opinions, tho on 
the ſtricteſt exammation they judg them agreeable to 
the Will of God; and if it be the Duty of thoſe 
that are in Power in every Nation to prevent this, 
they are bound to reſtrajy not only the liberty of 
Printing, but of Preaching ; and touſe the ſevereſt 


Methods they gan, to hinderi the ſpreading, of what- 


ever they apprehend to be ſuch Opinions. But 
If God will, judg Men as they are accountable, that 
s, rational Creatures; their Reward, whether they 
hit or mils.of Truth, wille in an exact proportion 
to the uſe tha. make of their Reaſon: and conſe- 
quently no Opinion can be a Sin, but for want of an 
impartial Examination; and according as that has 
m or leſs omitted, ſo one is more or leſs ac- 

47 thy oY 
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If chis, how, paradoxical ſoever at firſt Gght it may 


- 


appear to ſome, is upon examination demonſtrative- 


| ly true; What can be more unreaſonable, than on 


pretence of preventing the growth of dangerous Er- 
rors, to reſtrain the Prefs, and thereby hinder Men 
from ſeeing, , and conſequently. from examining the 
Reaſons that make againſt the Eſtabliſh*d Religion? 
when without an 1mpartial examination, let our Re- 
94 8 | ligion 


(5) 


ligion be never ſo true, we hold it guiltily, and with 
it, tho never ſo falſe, innocently. But, 

What can be more inconſiſtent with this grand Du · 
ty of Examination, than a Reſtraint on the Preſs, 

nce there can be no other Cauſe aſſigned why tis 

unlawful to publiſh Arguments againſt the State Re- 
ligion, but becauſe 'tis unlawful to read them, that be- 
ing the ſole reaſon of forbidding the publiſhing of 
them? And if it be once ſuppoſed unlawful to read, it 
muſt be as unlawful to hear or think on any thing, that 
inclines one to queſtion the Truth of any Part or 
Point of the National Religion: and conſequently 
it makes it every ones Duty in all Countries whatever, 
to profeſs that without the leaſt Examination, 

= :2# 5:1 'S > | T 

It one has no reaſon to expect a Heaven, who will 

not be at the pains to examine what ?ris God requires 
of him, in order to his coming there; what a condi» 
tion muſt he be in, who nat only negleds this him - 
ſelf, but labours to obtain a Law: to make all others 
do the ſame ? | 

The examining the Reaſons on all ſides (for pre- 
vention of which the Preſs is to be reſtrain'd), not 
only makes the Miſtaken acceptable to God, but is 
the only Method that can be taken to prevent Miſ- 
takes ; for which end God has commanded every one 
to. judg of himſelf, to try the Spirits, to prove all 
things, &c. And therefore thoſe Divines that are for 
Mens trying nothing, or knowing nothing, but 
what pleaſes the Licensd Guides in every Country, 
give God himſelf the Lie, after the worſt manner 
that can be. And | 


The 


6663 
ne more People are ſubject to miſtake, the leſi 
Reaſon there i to rely on any one ſide, but with 
Care and Diligence to examine the \Revfors of all, 
atid\conſequently'the Prefs ought to be open to: all! 
And whett a Difcoutſe! i printed, * Men by viewing 
and — —1 ek wh form a better Judgitient, than 
*ris en. 
l anſwer” is this, tis faid, - and alike BillTevery 
wire; « char Men may have an impartial Inforthrtion 
from the Clergy of the Eſtabfiſtrd Church. Butt 
Ate not they under à greater Reſtraint chan oi 
thers, being oblig d to profeſs thoſe Opinions to 
ach theiePrefermenn ute anne d, or ele to ſtarye ? 
ſo that i this caſe, tis nbt the Man, but the Biſnop- 
rick, the Deanery, the Prebend, the Rectory that 
preaches: and prints »emine" contradioeme, ry in 
one place Lurberamiſc in another, Calviriiſm in a 
third4 © ad they pofſibly may think te but fair to 
Maintabtm ſel "Opinions: ab Mafntain them; tho to 
ſpealt the Truth, the Opimons generally Maintain 
the Prieſts, better than the Prieſts Maintain the O- 
pimoms. Are! men, ſo bound and'ſhackPd,” like- 
iy to give a fair Repreſentation of What can be 
ſaid dgathſt em when] the only Cauſe they can al- 
ledg for reſtraining the Preſs, is to hinder People from 
 knowing'/it 2 Do not the Blind lead the Blind, when 
the Guides on which others are wholly to depend, | 
ure not truſted to guide themſclves ? N 
Ia à word, all other Methods but this of exami- 
ning, willequally ſerve to promote any Religion, tho 
never ſo falſe, and conſequently cannot be the 
way to diſtinguiſh the true from the many falſe ones ; 
but are the rious Frauds and * Cheats, of not 


very 


(629 
very pious and very holy Men, to the Peo 
in a blind Qbedience, «+: Seeg 12 
As this Method is the only way to Ae Truth; 
ſa: tis thisthat makes it moſt effectual: where Men 
without Examination entertain a Religion, it will 
have but little Influence on their Practice. What does 
not convince the :Lnderſtanding, can have but a 
g ball effect onthe Will: And as far as the Reaſona- 
bleneſs of an Opinion is ſeen, ſo far only can it ope- 
rate on a rmional Creature; and the more Examina- 
tim render it ſo, iche more force it will have on the 
Aﬀections, Which ate not mov'd without ſome ſenſi- 
ble. Cannezion between the Cauſe and the Bffect. 
Fer this reaſoti thinking Men, Truth being endear'd 
to them as che diſtovery of their on In are 
for the welt part vtry!. conſcientious 5 While be 
that owe thelr Religion ao the chance of Education, 
have generally no mare regard to it, than if they 
dito che Chance of a Die. If chen the Free- 

of the Preſa chmributes not not only to endear 
Truth when diſcovercd;! but w the diſcovery of it; 
and ¶ chat fai, to make even Error it ſelf innocent, 
all the Arguments on the acoonnt of Religion do 
moſt religiauſly contend far. its entire ee To 
_ which let wmeiadd, hat 

The Nidbie An of Printing that by Divine Pre. 
viderice was diſcovered to free Men dem the Ty yranny 
of the Clergy 1bey then groaned under, and with- 
— — Religion muſt-have prov'd 
-ahortivie, onght not whe made a mean to redrice us 
.agaictudder $icerdorat Slavery! Ant. 

If our C 
more than Egyptian Bondage, which the Pulpits. 
1120 brought 


(8 .) 
brought. on them, without the aſſiſtance of the Preſs: 
What —— we to defend our ſelves '3gairiſt 
both, when by the means of the latter, the Clergy 
have much-greater Qpportunities, as well as _ 
ties, to accompliſh their Deſigns? * - 

"The Reſtraint of the Preſs is conſiſtent enough 
with Popery 3 but for Proteſtants to attempt it, is 
ſtriking at the Foundation of their Religion, which 
is built on the natural Right every one has of judging 
for himſelf in matters of Religion. But what can 
ſavour more of a blind Popiſn Complianoe, than ſo 
entirely to give up the Conduct of Religion to a few 
Licenſing Prieſts, as that nothing ſhall be publiſhed 
but — they think fit 2 The Learned Dr.Clagget faith, 
(and after the ſame: manner do all our Clergy write 
hen they have to do with the Papiſts) “ They that 
4 havea good Cauſe, will nor Gin ght Men from con- 
<« ſidering what their Adverſaries 7 by their Books, 
but rather encourage them ſo todo, that they may 
<< ſee. the difference between Truth and Error, Rea- 
< ſon and Falſhood, with their own. Eyes. This is 
4 the effect of a well confidence in Truth, 

« and there's the 2 of a good Cauſe apparently 
* diſcernable, in the Application of the Clergy of 
« the Church of England both to their Friends and 
Enemies. They deſire the one and t other to con- 
0 ſider impartially what isſaid for us, as well as a- 
gainſt us 3 and whenſoever Guides of a Party do 


« otherwiſe, they give 1 6 to examine their 
= — by | Tra bat gn 
= unwilling to rave chem Camined. ſign, 
my er — Thiel p. o. a 3 
ä w 


('9 ) 
„hen Men are lth to have their Opinions ſeen 
m the day, but love Darkness mote than Light. 


Evety one thinks he has a natural Right in all 
matters of Learning and Knowledg, except” Whüt 
relates w Rengion and Government, to ſee What'ean 
de ſald en alEHdts, in order to form his Judgment a- 
right and there can be no reaſon why theſe [ſhould 
be eneepteh, ſinte te have a Tight Underſtanding ia 
them Wat is oftworthy a tacional Bmg. 
The wöre uſtfül any Science is tb Manklud, the 

greater will its Abuſes be: Divinity, Law, Phyſſck 
ate fad Iaſtaßees bf this. Bat how dafi theſe Abuſes 
be diſcovered, if the Preſs be in their Hand cht git 
by dem y What eat be mote witful Fan Hiſtory, eſ- 
petislly of ones dN Country? and can” We erpect 
true Ihſbrwatioh, ben only oe fide is to print) 
And there ire few Pefſons, ' eſpecially ft a diſtance 
from London, hut would” thifk it's hardtinp tö be 
deftived even ef ſuch Trfics ad the eviithoh: 
News Papers, which would hot be ane wed under 
à Reſteaifit of the Preſs. Nay; we could not theti hope 
for an Impaf tial hecoant even in nattttal things, ſinee 
an evidem Truth n Philoſophy! has been thiight'k 
mofiſttous Etrot id Divitfity 5 And A rätib tal Di. 

courſt on any fubJe&t may be hindted from being 
printed, leſt, as the late þ of Nr faid of 
the” mot rational that ever Was whit *, it tnight be ap- 
plied to other afes tha What the Author Olde. L 

Notlung ben wort diſcourage men of Abilities 
from wihting, than to ſubject their Diſcoutſe to the 
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(deo) 
megcy of A g,,aDt, or at leaft an Unitiſured: Li- 
cenſer: ſueh a Hardſhip od the Commonwealth of 
Learning, will be apt to make an Imprimatur ſignify 


no were. sthan chan the Book is; ieee be 


1 be 911 Dore named Ig * 


e che People retain. 2 right to offer their 
Adviee to their Repreſentatives, ſo there cannot but 


happen ſeveral things, wherein, they may receive ſa- 


en from What is publiſhed by thoſe without 
doors e ia the! caſe oft the Standing Ar- 
ſeveral other matters) which may in a — | 


— 2. by the Licenſets of = Preſs be- 
ing aofluenced- by 1 who have an Iutereſt to 
fille Ian : 1 bar 


Zela wond, as 1100 1 as arg Weib aader+ 
& aright, ſo many A nts are there for 


| the; liberty, of the Preſs; thothe only reaſon that is 


plead sd for its reſtraint updn a Civil Account, is to 
Pr Repreſearmiars of Peoples Deſigns and 
eſpecially. of fuch as are dignificd with a 
publick Character. M But 

Tho this may be done by ſpeaking, who ever 
thought it reaſonable, that all, but one Party of 
Men ſhauld have a Padlock ontbeix Lips? And yet 
this is all thats meant by a reſtraint of the Preſs, ſince 
what is to be printed, is leſt to the arbitrary Will of 


men of 9 that Party. And there can be no manner 
. reaſon, hy, writing and talking ſhould not be on 


finge what's contrary to Law is in both 
SON puniſbable ; and a reſtraint of the Preſs 

—— 9 Books from coming out by. ſtealth. 
What can be more — 99 how 


the Nation is divided, a 10 eat but one Party 


Nin | re- 


(19g; 
. reſtraig?d from writing in their own defence, whilſt 
that is at liberty to uſe them as barbarouſly as they 
pleaſe ? With what unchriſtian Temper and inhu- 
mane Iuſolence will Partymen treat thoſe they are 
employ'd to write againſt ? and what Miſrepreſentati- 
ons, Lies and Calumnies will they, not then be guilty 
of ?.* Tis the danger of being detected and expds d, 
that makes Men write with more Temper, as well as. 
more regard to Truth, + 


Ik the Honourable Houſe of f Commons + baye upon 


whe one may venture to 
without this 0 0 — cher Res 
putations ſafe) it cannot berpreſura'd that: either 
Houſe will be putting ſuch a Hardſhip on the Nation. 
As Honour and Reputation ſecure their Vutaties 
om committing ill and baſe, Actions, ſo they iticite 
them to all good ones; but if the: Prefs be in the 
Hands of deſigning People, it may have a quite dif- 
ferent effect; and be wholly employed to traduce, as 
it was in former Reigns, the beſt Men both in N 
and State. And 10 EC 011W f $493) 2 
It will be a great encouragement) for Men ace 
the ordinary.reach of the Law, to: eruſh thoſe be- 
neath them, when the Preſs ſhsll ſpeak only in their 
favour, and the injur d are depriy'd ; of the laſt ſatiſ- 
faction that oppreſt Vertue bas, of appealing to the. 
People, and juſtifying their Innocence to the World. 
And therefore I cannot ſee how one, that has any va- 
lue for his Reputation, will be content to run the ha- 
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(et) | 
zaidof having i ipue own! df his powery id fuftify | - 
himſelf as pudliekleckshecdt injur'd. W . 2 c 
is ſaid of Truth, that none is againſt Truth but 
where that is firſt againſt them, may be applied to 
the Preſiʒ L will not determine ; but thoſe whoſe AGi- 
omann bear examination; will, no doubt, be 
glad of its reſtraint, and poſſibly may add Iniquity to 
Iniquity, by ptetending they defire it out of Affec- 
tion to the Government, or Zeal to the Church. _ 
©. The reftraining ehe Preſs may not be ſo much for 
the Intereſt of any Party, as ſome fondly imagine ; 
becauſe their being for it, Will be apt to make 
men believe the very worſt things their Enemies ſay 
to be true ʒ and that tis the ſear of having their per- 


nicious Defigns diſcovered; which makes them AS 
Method thix till now dhey themſel bes opposd, aud 


which in br mer Reigns was made uſe of to advance 
Slavery and Popery. Bur — u $3 1 
If this beof no weight, let it be confider'd, that 
jg ee e (as a Set; Gentleman (aid 
of their Klug) tnay be made to bite whomſoe ver they, 
in whole Cuſtody it chanoes to be, think fit; and a 
reſtraining Law no ſooner made, but the Scene of 
Affairs may ſo alter, that the Party which promo- 
ted it, may be ſcourg' d with Rods of their own' pro- 


viding. and be themſelves debarrd of that Liberty 
they defi 


gn'd to exclude others from. And poſſibly 
fome may be glad of ſuch a Bill, the better to de- 
prive them of thoſe advantages, whieh without it 
they would not think pruderit to attẽmpt, But tho 
this might not be the eonfequenee at preſent; who can 
be ſure in what Hands the Prefs hcreafter may be 
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As iche chief Flappinefz as welt 45 Dighity of all- 
onal Creatures, conſiſts in having the liberty of 
thinking on what Subject they pleaſe, and of as freely 
communicating their Thoughts: ſo all goòd Go- 
veruments that have allow'd this Freedom, were ſo 
far from ſuffering by it, that it wonderfully endear'd-. 
them ta their People. And no Miniſtry can be hurt 
by the liberty of the Preſs, ſince they have a number 
of Dependents, ready upon all occaſions to write in 
juſtification of their Conduct; nay, to gild over the 
worſt of their Adions, and give a fair Colour to their 
moſt pernicjpus Deſigns ; and at the ſame time ſo to 
miſrepreſent the true Patriots of their Country, that 
che People, their real Friends, being deprived of the 
liberty of publickly juſtifying themſelves, may miſ- 
take rm for their Enemies, and careſs thoſe that are 
FT. , oo 
5 The liberty of the Preſs mult keep a Miniſtry with- 
in ſome tolerable Bounds, by expoling their ill De- 
ſigus to the People, with whom if they once loſe 
eir Credit, they will be very unfit; Tools for a 
ach to work with. But | t 
Tbe Arts of State in moſt Places being to enflaye, 
or keep the People in Slavery, it became a Crime to 
talk, much more to write about State-Matters. And 
the Preſs in malt Countries of Eurape Ranking nothing 
but Court-Language 3 the People, who till the Ia- 
vention of Printing had tolerably well preſerved 
their Liberty, were by degrees gull'd and cheated out 
of thoſe ineſtimable Bleſſings. And there's notbing, 
either with teſpect iq Religion or Politicks, ſu de- 
ſtructive to Mankind, but may be made, * 
. ul - 


Tru 


Bs (114) 
Hand Preſs conſpire together, to paſs for Divine 
Truths. | 
The flaviſh Condition the greateſt part of Man- 
kind in all Ages have been in, ſhews how much they 
have been wanting to themſelves in not taking alarm 
ſoon enough at the Chains that were preparing for 
em. And as there are few, very few Inſtances of Peo. 
ples having perceived the intended Slavery, ſoon e- 
nough to prevent it; ſo there are fewer Inſtances of 
their having taken Arms, but upon very juſt Occaſion. 
Ia a word, as theres no Freedom either Civil or 
Eccleſiaſtical, but where the liberty of the Prefs is 
maintain'd ; fo wherever that is ſecur d, all others are 
ſafe. That like a faithful Centinel prevents all ſur- 
prize, and gives timely warning of any Ardecbee 
Danger. And therefore 'tis to be hop'd, that the 
bk of the Peoples Liberties wilf preſerve its 
Freedom entite; for if its ſacred Liberty is but once 
affected, tho by never fo gentle a Law, tis to be. 
feared that this will be uſed as an Argument to re- 
ſtraio it as much as ever; for then *rwill be eaſy to en- 
- graft a new Law, on pretence that the old did not 
anſwer the end, as we ſee twas urged in the Caſe of 
the Conformity Bill. 
As to the obliging Authors to ſet their Names to 
their Works, that can only ſerve to hinder the pub- 
liſhing the moſt uſeful Books, iz. thoſe deſigned to 
rettify Abuſes. Beſides, this prejudices People for or 


_ againſt a Book, and ſerves as a Handle for fulſom Flat- 
teries, or groſs Abuſes; and we have too frequent 
Lnſtances of mens thinking to atone, for not anſwer- 
ing the Arguments, by railing at the Authors. And 
f * 95 5 thete- 


- 0 
therefore thoſe Writers, ſuch as the Author of the 


Whole Duty of Man, &c. that deſign the utmoſt good, 
have induſtriouſly concealed their Names. 
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